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THE PEDAGOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF DEVELOPING
FREELANCING SKILLS AMONG SCHOOL STUDENTS
UO‘K 81'42.511
Purxanova Tolganay

Jumanazarovna, _ _ _ _
Computer Science This article examines the pedagogical

teacher at Secondary significance of developing freelancirTg skills_ among
School No. 48 with general secondary school students, their role within the
contemporary education system, and the importance of
preparing students for independent professional
activities in the context of the digital economy. It also
analyzes the nature of freelancing and its contribution
to fostering students' creative thinking, independent
learning abilities, and entrepreneurial competencies.
The study employs pedagogical analysis, comparative
analysis, and generalization as its primary research
methods.
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Introduction

In recent years, the rapid advancement of digital technologies has
transformed the global labor market and led to the emergence of new forms of
employment. One of these is freelancing, a modern form of work based on
independent and remote professional activity. Supported by Internet technologies,
freelancing enables individuals to provide a wide range of services remotely.

Today, preparing young people to participate effectively in the digital
economy has become one of the primary objectives of educational systems
worldwide. In particular, general secondary education should focus on developing
students’ competencies in independent learning, creative thinking, problem-
solving, and the effective use of digital technologies.

Developing freelancing skills not only prepares students for modern
professional careers but also fosters entrepreneurship, responsibility, time
management, and communication competencies. Therefore, investigating the
pedagogical foundations of freelancing skill development within general
secondary education represents an important research priority [1].
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The term freelancer refers to an independent professional who provides
services to multiple clients rather than working permanently for a single
employer. Freelancers typically perform project-based work through Internet
platforms.

In today's digital economy, freelancing is widely practiced in areas such as:
« Programming and IT services;

« Graphic design;

« Translation services;

« Content creation;

« Marketing and advertising;
« Web design.

The main characteristics of freelancing include:

. Independent work;

. Flexible working hours;

. Remote employment;

. Extensive use of digital technologies.

These characteristics make freelancing an increasingly attractive career
option for young people. Consequently, integrating freelancing skills into the
educational process contributes to preparing students for future professional
activities.

Pedagogical Significance of Developing Freelancing Skills

Developing freelancing skills among general secondary school students has
considerable pedagogical value.

First, freelancing promotes independent learning. Freelancers must
continuously acquire new knowledge and improve their professional
competencies independently, which increases students' engagement and self-
directed learning abilities [2].

Second, freelancing enhances creative thinking. Working on diverse
projects encourages students to generate innovative ideas and develop original
solutions to practical problems.

Third, developing freelancing skills contributes to students'
entrepreneurial competencies. Throughout the learning process, students
acquire experience in marketing their services, communicating with clients, and
managing projects.
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Fourth, freelancing  strengthens  students’ information and
communication technology (ICT) competencies, which constitute one of the
essential requirements of modern education [3].

The rapid development of information and communication technologies
has fundamentally transformed education. Digital technologies not only
modernize teaching and learning processes but also create new opportunities for
developing students' competencies. Among these competencies, freelancing skills
occupy a particularly important place [4].

Freelancing has become one of the most widespread forms of employment
in the digital economy, enabling professionals to work remotely, provide services
online, participate in project-based work, and access international labor markets.
Consequently, integrating freelancing competencies into general secondary
education has become increasingly important for preparing students for future
careers.

Digital learning environments provide favorable conditions for acquiring
modern knowledge, promoting independent learning, encouraging creative
thinking, and implementing innovative ideas. Therefore, studying the
opportunities offered by digital educational environments for developing
freelancing skills possesses significant pedagogical and scientific relevance.

Opportunities of the Digital Educational Environment

Digital educational environments create broad opportunities for developing
freelancing skills among school students. Through various digital platforms,
students can participate in authentic learning activities and practical projects.

Examples include:

« Online learning platforms;

« Freelance marketplaces;

« Graphic design and programming platforms;
« Online collaboration tools.

Within the educational process, the following pedagogical approaches are

particularly effective:

« Project-based learning;

« Problem-based learning;

« Interactive instructional methods;
« Digital learning technologies.
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These approaches significantly contribute to students' practical skill
development.

Directions for Developing Freelancing Skills

Digital educational environments facilitate the development of the
following competencies.

1. DIGITAL LITERACY

Digital literacy is one of the fundamental requirements for successful
freelance work. Students learn to use software applications, online platforms, and
information systems effectively.

2. CREATIVE THINKING

Freelancing requires generating innovative ideas and proposing creative
solutions. Digital educational technologies effectively foster students' creativity.

3. PROJECT-BASED WORK

Freelancers primarily work on projects. Consequently, implementing
project-based learning within schools enhances students' practical and
professional competencies.

4, COMMUNICATION COMPETENCE

Successful freelancers must communicate effectively with clients.
Participation in online collaborative environments helps students improve their
communication and teamwork skills.

5. TIME MANAGEMENT

Effective time management is essential for freelance professionals.
Independent completion of learning tasks enables students to develop planning
and organizational skills.

Personal Development and the Teacher's Role

Freelancing also contributes positively to students' personal development.

First, it cultivates a strong sense of responsibility, as every project involves
deadlines and clearly defined objectives.

Second, freelancing strengthens time management skills, thereby
improving students' academic performance.

Third, freelancing enhances communication competencies, enabling
students to express their ideas clearly and interact effectively with clients and
collaborators.

Teachers play a decisive role in developing freelancing skills. They should
assist students by:

« teaching the effective use of digital technologies;
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« Organizing independent project-based learning activities;
. fostering creative thinking;
« increasing students' motivation for continuous learning.

Furthermore, teachers should integrate contemporary pedagogical
technologies into the educational process.

Research Findings

The findings indicate that developing freelancing skills significantly
improves students':

« independent thinking abilities;

- Creative approaches to problem-solving;
. digital literacy;

« COMmunication competencies.

Moreover, freelancing education facilitates students' successful adaptation
to the demands of the modern labor market.

Conclusion

Developing freelancing skills among general secondary school students has
become one of the strategic priorities of contemporary education. Freelancing
education promotes independent thinking, creativity, entrepreneurship, and digital
competence while preparing students for future professional activities.

The integration of digital technologies, project-based learning, and
interactive teaching methods provides an effective pedagogical framework for
developing these competencies.

Future research should focus on designing specialized pedagogical
programs aimed at developing freelancing skills, which may further improve the
quality and effectiveness of school education while better preparing students for
the evolving digital labor market.
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